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I want to start by thanking all
the members and trustees for all
their help this year with our
many fundraising events.

I am always pleased to hear how
so many people would love to
volunteer for our cause but just
don’t have the time to help. | get
it; we all have family and job
commitments, and volunteering
can mean spreading ourselves
too thin. But it doesn’t have to
be that way. We welcome all
kinds of help! For example, we
have a volunteer that assembles
raffle baskets at her home, for
our Victorian Tea fundraiser and
our holiday party; another
volunteer will come to the
homestead prior to the Victorian
Tea event and dust, clean, set
the tables and prepare the
kitchen for the volunteers that
work on the event day; we have
a volunteer that doesn’t live
local, yet enjoys our Fall
Festival so much that they arrive
early to help collect entry fees
before enjoying the event.

Even the volunteer that puts this
newsletter together volunteers from
home, communicating by email /
phone calls and by collecting event
photos from our Facebook postings. |
should also mention the volunteers that
will come to the homestead for a day
to rake leaves or make repairs to our
beautifully preserved home that was
built in 1888. I could go on and on, but
I am sure you get the idea. If you like
an event or a project, we welcome you
to come and help if even for an hour.
Many hands make for light work.

Our final event of the year is our
Holiday Party on December 10th. If
you would like to make baskets or
shop for raffle items or even pick up
and drop off donations, we would be
so appreciative of your help. Even if
you have donations that you would
like us to pick up we would appreciate
this too!

Thank you to all that support the
Historical Society in different ways. It
is what makes us successful.

Hope to see you December 10th at
Trio’s!

EVELYN VOLLGRAFF

Evelyn Vollgraff
Anthony Shakesby
Rich Baake
Evelyn Bozler
George Schramm

Upcoming Events

Membership Meeting
- November 1, 2023
- Dec —Jan — Feb — No Meetings

Holiday Party
- December 10, 2023
- Trio Restaurant, Holbrook
- Good Cheer! Good Food! Good
Friends! Raffle Baskets & 50/50

Membership Meetings fall on the
first Wednesday of each month and
start at 7pm. Meetings are free and
open to the whole community even
if you are not a member!

Town of Brookhaven Historian, Barbara Rusell,
discusses Brookhaven town history.
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Ronkonkoma Review Newspaper
The Lake Ronkonkoma Historical Society is very proud to announce that, as of this month, the following issues
of the Ronkonkoma Review are now a part of the New York State Historic Newspapers Database (fully
searchable with quality print / NYSHISTORICNEWSPAPERS.ORG):

31 October 1959 - 26 October 1978 (983 issues)

As you recall, the Historical Society had many years of copies of the Ronkonkoma Review. They had been
organized in date order to be bound, only to be placed in boxes kept in the Museum's attic. Binding the papers
never happened but it was obvious that preserving the newspapers was one of the "dreams" of the founding
members. Instead, it became our goal to digitize them. After much hard work reorganizing them, removing
double copies, choosing the best-preserved copies, and counting the number of pages that needed to be digitized,
we started a fundraiser. About $20,000 has been raised so far and put towards the $25,500 cost.

A few months ago, in two batches, 2/3 of the Newspapers were packed and sent off to be processed and now
accessible online. Although the project was very much a collaborative effort, special thanks need to go to our
volunteer, Lesia Macko for taking on the whole of the project!

Happy researching and please remember to support the Historical Society as we continue to raise funds to
complete the project — just 3 more boxes to go!
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Please Check Out Our New Website

The Robert David Lion Gardiner Foundation and grant recipient, The Lake
Ronkonkoma Historical Society announce the launch of the new Historical Society’s
website: The Lake Ronkonkoma Historical Society and Museum. The mission of the
Lake Ronkonkoma Historical Society is to promote, protect and commemorate the
history, cultural artifacts, and traditions of the Lake Ronkonkoma area and the
adjacent areas as a legacy for present and future generations. For more information,
please visit https://lakerhs.org.

We are grateful to the Robert David Lion Gardiner Foundation for the grant for the
creation of a website that will improve the Historical Society’s visibility, open
opportunities for greater community involvement, enhance educational opportunities, and support on-going
funding activities. Further, we believe that taken together, all these facets will underscore the Historical Society's
inherent value to the community.

Established in 1987, the Robert David Lion Gardiner Foundation primarily supports the study of New York State
history with a concentration on Islip Town and generally, in Suffolk County. Until his death in August 2004,
Robert David Lion Gardiner was the 16th Lord of the Manor of Gardiner’s Island, NY. The Gardiner family and
their descendants have owned Gardiner’s Island since 1639, obtained as part of a royal grant from King Charles 1
of England. The Foundation is inspired by Robert David Lion Gardiner’s personal passion for New York history.
For more information, please visit rdlfoundation.org.
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A Day at the Races

July 16, 2023
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Fall Festival
October 15, 2023

EVENTS

The Historical Society relies greatly
upon fundraising. Thanks to all who
supported our events by attending or
volunteering!

Victorian Tea
September 16. 2023
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Lake Ronkonkoma Historical Society

Membership Form

[0 Donation

O Individual Membership ... $20

O Family Membership
Additional Family Names

O Renew your Membership OO0 Become a New Member

Make your secure credit card or PayPal payment via our website www.lakerhs.org or
by check made payable to the Lake Ronkonkoma Historical Society.
Mail payment to:
Mr. Anthony Shakesby 38 Eagle Circle Bohemia, NY 11716

Lake Ronkonkoma Historical Society
PO Box 2716
Lake Ronkonkoma, NY 11779




